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Palnt on woodwork, Blue
Green, £48.50 for 2.5
litres, Exterior Eggshell,
Farrow & Ball, 01202
876141, farrow-ball.com.

When Claire and Joe Phillips restored thetr pertod -
home near Great Dunmow in Essex, they uncovered _

layer upon layer of exquisite architectural detail wj‘
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ENTRANCE HALL
The Phillipses felt this space

s soon as we stepped through the front door,
we knew this would be the perfect house for
us,” says Claire Phillips of the elegant home
near Great Dunmow that she shares with her
husband Joe, CEQ of a stockbroking firm, and their three
children, Ruby, Jack and Johnny. “Joe and I fell in love with
both its facade and its historic interior.” The fagade in
question is country Georgian in origin, although its
current appearance owes more to the work that was done
on it during the 1940s, when the exterior was rendered
and the Crittall windows were installed. Behind, parts of
the five-bedroom property are considerably clder, dating
back to the 1500s, when it was built as a hall house. Over
time, it has also been used as a hunting lodge and, during
the Second World War, as an officers’ mess by the RAF.

“The building was rather tired and neglected when we
found it four years ago,” Claire says, “but we have owned
period properties before and we could see its potential
hidden beneath false walls and ceilings. In our eyes, it was
the chrysalis of a beautiful home."

Having sold their existing home, a small cottage
nearby, the couple moved in and began the restoration.
“The house had been changed and extended so much that,
at first, we were unsure what we would discover, so we
decided to take it floor by floor,” Claire explains. With the
help of her father and a local builder who had worked

with them on their previous house, the couple began at '

the top of the house, where the children’s bedrooms and
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against a deliberately
sutral backdrop.

- For a similar antique
=eye mirror, try
‘hree Angels Interiors,
73 911984,
gels.co.uk.
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LIVING ROOM

Working with the panelling, original
to the Georgian part of the house, Claire
has given traditional furniture a
contemporary edge by choosing nubuck
with a worn, distressed look. Neutral
tones for the walls and floor allow
Jfor pops of colour, such as the damson
velvet chosen for the wing chair (left).
Leather sofa and chairs, from
£2,500, Leather Chairs of Bath,

01235 447920, leatherchairs.co.uk.
For a similar wing chair, try
Hingstans of Wilton, 01722 742263,
hingstons-antigues.co.uk. Tartan
cushions, from £60 each, Mulberry,
01202 266800, e-designtrade.com.
For a similar rug, try the Touch Me
collection at Stepevi, 020 7376 7574,
stepevigom.
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